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through full retirement age of 65 and 4
months is 64. The reduction in her benefit is
$785.70 x 16 x .285 divided by 64 or $55.98. $55.98
is rounded to the next higher multiple of 10
cents ($56.00) and subtracted from $785.70.
The result is a monthly benefit of $729.70.

(2) Widow’s or widower’s benefits based
on disability. (i) For months after De-
cember 1983, your widow’s or widower’s
benefits are not reduced for months of
entitlement prior to age 60. You are
deemed to be age 60 in your month of
entitlement to disabled widow’s or wid-
ower’s benefits and your benefits are
reduced only under paragraph (c)(1) of
this section.

(if) For months from January 1973
through December 1983, benefits as a
disabled widow or widower were re-
duced under paragraph (c)(1) of this
section. The benefits were then subject
to an additional reduction of 4% of
one percent for each month of entitle-
ment prior to age 60 based on dis-
ability.

(3) Widow’s or widower’s benefits prior
to 1973. For months prior to January
1973 benefits as a widow or widower
were reduced only for months of enti-
tlement prior to age 62. The reduction
was % of one percent for each month of
entitlement from the month of attain-
ment of age 60 through the month prior
to the month of attainment of age 62.
There was an additional reduction of
4%198 Oof one percent for each month of
entitlement prior to age 60 based on
disability.

(d) If my benefits are reduced under this
section does SSA ever change the reduc-
tion? The reduction computed under
paragraphs (a), (b) or (c) of this section
may later be adjusted to eliminate re-
duction for certain months of entitle-
ment prior to full retirement age as
provided in §404.412. For special provi-
sions on reducing benefits for months
prior to full retirement age involving
entitlement to two or more benefits,
see §404.411.

(e) Are my widow’s or widower’s bene-
fits affected if the deceased worker was
entitled to old-age benefits? If the de-
ceased individual was entitled to old-
age benefits, see §404.338 for special
rules that may affect your reduced wid-
ow’s or widower’s benefits.

[68 FR 4708, Jan. 30, 2003]
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§404.411 How are benefits reduced for
age when a person is entitled to
two or more benefits?

(a) What is the general rule? Except as
specifically provided in this section,
benefits of an individual entitled to
more than one benefit will be reduced
for months of entitlement before full
retirement age (as defined in §404.409)
according to the provisions of §404.410.
Such age reductions are made before
any reduction under the provisions of
§404.407.

(b) How is my disability benefit reduced
after entitlement to an old-age benefit or
widow’s or widower’s benefit? A person’s
disability benefit is reduced following
entitlement to an old-age or widow’s or
widower’s benefit (or following the
month in which all conditions for enti-
tlement to the widow’s or widower’s
benefit are met except that the indi-
vidual is entitled to an old-age benefit
which equals or exceeds the primary
insurance amount on which the wid-
ow’s or widower’s benefit is based) in
accordance with the following provi-
sions:

(1) Individuals born January 2, 1928, or
later whose disability began January 1,
1990, or later. When an individual is en-
titled to a disability benefit for a
month after the month in which she or
he becomes entitled to an old-age ben-
efit which is reduced for age under
§404.410, the disability benefit is re-
duced by the amount by which the old-
age benefit would be reduced under
§404.410 if she or he attained full retire-
ment age in the first month of the
most recent period of entitlement to
the disability benefit.

(2) Individuals born January 2, 1928, or
later whose disability began before Janu-
ary 1, 1990, and, all individuals born be-
fore January 2, 1928, regardless of when
their disability began—(i) First entitled to
disability in or after the month of attain-
ment of age 62. When an individual is
first entitled to a disability benefit in
or after the month in which she or he
attains age 62 and for which she or he
is first entitled to a widow’s or wid-
ower’s benefit (or would be so entitled
except for entitlement to an equal or
higher old-age benefit) before full re-
tirement age, the disability benefit is
reduced by the larger of:
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(A) The amount the disability benefit
would have been reduced under para-
graph (b)(1) of this section; or

(B) The amount equal to the sum of
the amount the widow’s or widower’s
benefit would have been reduced under
the provisions of §404.410 if full retire-
ment age for unreduced benefits were
age 62 plus the amount by which the
disability benefit would have been re-
duced under paragraph (b)(1) of this
section if the benefit were equal to the
excess of such benefit over the amount
of the widow’s or widower’s benefit
(without consideration of this para-
graph).

(ii) First entitled to disability before age
62. When a person is first entitled to a
disability benefit for a month before
the month in which she or he attains
age 62 and she or he is also entitled to
a widow’s or widower’s benefit (or
would be so entitled except for entitle-
ment to an equal or higher old-age ben-
efit), the disability benefit is reduced
as if the widow or widower attained
full retirement age in the first month
of her or his most recent period of enti-
tlement to the disability benefits.

(c) How is my old-age benefit reduced
after entitlement to a widow’s or wid-
ower’s benefit?—(1) Individual born after
January 1, 1928. The old-age benefit is
reduced in accordance with §404.410(a).
There is no further reduction.

(2) Individual born before January 2,
1928. The old-age benefit is reduced if,
in the first month of entitlement, she
or he is also entitled to a widow’s or
widower’s benefit to which she or he
was first entitled for a month before
attainment of full retirement age or if,
before attainment of full retirement
age, she or he met all conditions for en-
titlement to widow’s or widower’s ben-
efits in or before the first month for
which she or he was entitled to old-age
benefits except that the old-age benefit
equals or exceeds the primary insur-
ance amount on which the widow’s or
widower’s benefit would be based.
Under these circumstances, the old-age
benefit is reduced by the larger of the
following:

(i) The amount by which the old-age
benefit would be reduced under the reg-
ular age reduction provisions of
§404.410; or

(ii) An amount equal to the sum of:
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(A) The amount by which the widow’s
or widower’s benefit would be reduced
under §404.410 for months prior to age
62; and

(B) The amount by which the old-age
benefit would be reduced under §404.410
if it were equal to the excess of the in-
dividual’s primary insurance amount
over the widow’s or widower’s benefit
before any reduction for age (but after
any reduction for the family maximum
under §404.403).

(d) How is my wife’s or husband’s ben-
efit reduced when | am entitled to a re-
duced old-age benefit in the same month?
When a person is first entitled to a
wife’s or husband’s benefit in or after
the month of attainment of age 62, that
benefit is reduced if, in the first month
of entitlement, she or he is also enti-
tled to an old-age benefit (but is not
entitled to a disability benefit) to
which she or he was first entitled be-
fore attainment of full retirement age.
Under these circumstances, the wife’s
or husband’s benefit is reduced by the
sum of:

(1) The amount by which the old-age
benefit would be reduced under the pro-
visions of §404.410; and

(2) The amount by which the spouse
benefit would be reduced under the pro-
visions of §404.410 if it were equal to
the excess of such benefit (before any
reduction for age but after reduction
for the family maximum under
§404.403) over the individual’s own pri-
mary insurance amount.

(e) How is my wife’s or husband’s or
widow’s or widower’s benefit reduced
when | am entitled to a reduced disability
benefit in the same month? When a per-
son is first entitled to a spouse or wid-
ow’s or widower’s benefit in or after
the month of attainment of age 62 (or
in the case of widow’s or widower’s
benefits, age 50) that benefit is reduced
if, in the first month of entitlement to
that benefit, he or she is also entitled
to a reduced disability benefit. Under
these circumstances, the wife’s or hus-
band’s or widow’s or widower’s benefit
is reduced by the sum of:

(1) The amount (if any) by which the
disability benefit is reduced under
paragraph (b)(1) of this section, and

(2) The amount by which the wife’s or
husband’s or widow’s or widower’s ben-
efit would be reduced under §404.410 if
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it were equal to the excess of such ben-
efit (before any reduction for age but
after reduction for the family max-
imum under §404.403) over the dis-
ability benefit (before any reduction
under paragraph (b) of this section).

[68 FR 4709, Jan. 30, 2003]

§404.412 After my benefits are re-
duced for age when and how will
adjustments to that reduction be
made?

(a) When may adjustment be necessary?
The following months are not counted
for purposes of reducing benefits in ac-
cordance with §404.410;

(1) Months subject to deduction
under §404.415 or §404.417;

(2) In the case of a wife’s or husband’s
benefit, any month in which she or he
had a child of the insured individual in
her or his care and for which the child
was entitled to child’s benefits;

(3) In the case of a wife’s or husband’s
benefit, any month for which entitle-
ment to such benefits is precluded be-
cause the insured person’s disability
ceased (and, as a result, the insured in-
dividual’s entitlement to disability
benefits ended);

(4) In the case of a widow’s or wid-
ower’s benefit, any month in which she
or he had in her or his care a child of
the deceased insured individual and for
which the child was entitled to child’s
benefits;

(5) In the case of a widow’s or wid-
ower’s benefit, any month before at-
tainment of full retirement age for
which she or he was not entitled to
such benefits;

(6) In the case of an old-age benefit,
any month for which the individual
was entitled to disability benefits.

(b) When is the adjustment made? We
make automatic adjustments in bene-
fits to exclude the months of entitle-
ment described in paragraphs (a)(1)
through (6) of this section from consid-
eration when determining the amount
by which such benefits are reduced.
Each year we examine beneficiary
records to identify when an individual
has attained full retirement age and
one or more months described in para-
graphs (a)(1) through (6) of this section
occurred prior to such age during the
period of entitlement to benefits re-
duced for age. Increases in benefit
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amounts based upon this adjustment
are effective with the month of attain-
ment of full retirement age. In the case
of widow’s or widower’s benefits, this
adjustment is made in the month of at-
tainment of age 62 as well as the month
of attainment of full retirement age.

[68 FR 4710, Jan. 30, 2003, as amended at 68
FR 40122, July 7, 2003]

§404.413 After my benefits are re-
duced for age what happens if there
is an increase in my primary insur-
ance amount?

(a) What is the general rule on reduc-
tion of increases? After an individual’s
benefits are reduced for age under
§§404.410 through 404.411, the primary
insurance amount on which such bene-
fits are based may subsequently be in-
creased because of a recomputation, a
general benefit increase pursuant to an
amendment of the Act, or increases
based upon a rise in the cost-of-living
under section 215(i) of the Social Secu-
rity Act. When the primary insurance
amount increases the monthly benefit
amount also increases.

(b) How are subsequent increases in the
primary insurance amount reduced after
1977? After 1977, when an individual’s
benefits have been reduced for age and
the benefit is increased due to an in-
crease in the primary insurance
amount, the amount of the increase to
which the individual is entitled is pro-
portionately reduced as provided in
paragraph (c) of this section. The
method of reduction is determined by
whether entitlement to reduced bene-
fits began before 1978 or after 1977.
When an individual is entitled to more
than one benefit which is reduced for
age, the rules for reducing the benefit
increases apply to each reduced ben-
efit.

(c) How is the reduction computed for
increases after 1977?—(1) Entitlement to
reduced benefits after 1977. If an indi-
vidual becomes entitled after 1977 to a
benefit reduced for age, and the pri-
mary insurance amount on which the
reduced benefit is based is increased,
the amount of the increase payable to
the individual is reduced by the same
percentage as we use to reduce the ben-
efit in the month of initial entitle-
ment. Where the reduced benefit of an
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